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Definition of Public Health 
Surveillance
“Ongoing and systematic collection, analysis and interpretation of 
outcome-specific data essential to the planning, implementation 
and evaluation of public health practice, closely integrated with 
the timely dissemination of these data to those who need to know. 
The final link of the surveillance chain is the application of these 
data to the control and prevention of human disease and injury.”
Source: Thacker SB. Surveillance, In Gregg ed. Field epidemiology, 
1996:16-32.
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